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A Mighty Maple Grows!

Once Upon a Time...

Marvin decided that 
a smorgasbord-style 
restaurant would be a 
natural tie-in with the 
grocery store business, 
especially since the 
store was purchasing 
meats and produce in 
volume, as well as pro-
ducing its own breads 
and pastries. In the fall 
of 1984, construction 
began on the Shady Ma-
ple Smorgasbord. When 
it opened in July, 1985, 
the customers respond-
ed enthusiastically to 
the “all-you-can-eat-
for-one-price” idea. The 
Weavers knew they had 
the right formula when 
their 300-seat restaurant 
soon had lines of people 
who waited one or two hours to get in.
By 1989, they had enlarged all of their 
facilities, and the Smorgasbord grew to 500 
seats and 180 employees. “Word-of-mouth” 
advertising brought in more people to shop 
and eat, and the expanded Smorgasbord was 
still not big enough, as evidenced by the lines 
that continued to snake through the lobby. 
In September, 2000, a spectacular brand 
new $10 million Smorgasbord opened its doors. 
They can now seat 1,200 people on the main 

floor, and the selection 
of foods available 

is staggering. 
“ S t a t i o n s ” 
of different 
kinds of foods 
are in a long 
row about 

the length of a 
football field. 

Shady Maple 

sometimes serves over 8,000 people on any given 
Saturday, and provides banquet and catering 
services. 
Shady Maple’s most recent additions are a 
wholesale foods company open in 2006, and 
an RV Center opened in 2007!  
Ultimately, the Weavers believe that their 
formula for success is a mix of the friendliness 
and service of their management team and 
employees, the loyal patronage of customers 
near and far, and the Lord’s guidance in what 

* All Shady Maple businesses closed on Sunday.

has been accomplished over the years. Two of 
their married sons are involved in the business 
as well, still following Marvin’s motto, “Give 
the customer quality food and service and you 
will have a customer for life.” 
And how did Shady Maple get its name! 
Remember that little roadside stand at the 
beginning of our story? It was located in front of 
the house under some large maple trees. You can 
reflect upon all of this as you head up for your 
fifth...or sixth plate of “wonderful good” food 
from the Shady Maple Smorgasbord!


